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PLA Executive Committee Candidate Statements 
Annual General Meeting 24th March 2021 

 
 
Chris Murray 
Senior Associate  
Bird & Bird  
  
Following a successful first term as a member of the PLA Management Committee, I believe 
I have a proven track record of promoting the interests of the organisation and I am 
committed to continuing this work if re-elected. During my first term, I co-founded the 
PLA Associates’ Group (with Kate Davies at OC) which has been hugely successful in 
encouraging more junior lawyers to get involved in procurement law. Since its creation, we 
have held three very well-attended events (the latest one welcoming Mrs Justice O’Farrell 
as our guest) and the Associates’ Group boasts a membership of around 70-80 solicitors, 
barristers and students. I am strongly motivated to ensure that the PLA is a diverse and 
inclusive organisation, and I believe the establishment of the Associates’ Group has played 
a big part in making this more of a reality. I will continue to champion the Associates’ 
Group if re-elected. Other achievements in my first term include the important role I 
played (together with Emily Heard and Rebecca Rees) in organising the inaugural PLA 
Annual Dinner in 2019, and my participation in the remedies working group. As a self-
proclaimed procurement geek, I would be delighted to be re-elected by my peers.       
 

 

 
Duncan Osler  

Partner 

MacRoberts  

 

I have been advising on public procurement for twenty five years.  I have been accredited 

as a specialist in Public Procurement Law by the Law Society of Scotland since 2005 but 

my procurement experience extends elsewhere in the UK (I’m qualified in Scotland, and 

in England & Wales). 

It has been my privilege to be a member of the PLA’s Executive Committee and to assist 

with our administration and management.  If elected I would wish us to continue meeting 

high standards with our events and publications, and represent, promote and strengthen 

procurement law expertise as far as we are able.  

Following UK withdrawal from EU membership, I hope to assist the PLA in acting as a 

collective, public voice for members on public procurement law outside the ambit of EU 

public procurement.  The PLA is well placed to be a leading forum and network for 

informed discussion and debate about procurement law, across all UK legal jurisdictions.   

The PLA’s strength lies in its members and I should like to broaden and diversify our 

membership base, and also to increase member participation especially through public 

sector membership and engagement. 

 

Duncan is also standing for re-election as Chair of the Committee 
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Ewan West 
Barrister  
Monckton Chambers  
 
We stand at an important crossroads in procurement law.  The TCA and Green Paper 
have  substantial implications for both the legislative basis and procedural aspects of 
procurement law.  At the same time, the COVID-19 pandemic has thrown a spotlight onto 
both the flexibilities and constraints of the current regime.  The next few months will be 
critical for the development of public procurement law and the PLA has a very important 
role to play in helping to shape the future.  I should very much like to be involved in that 
initiative and hope that I would bring a range of skills and experience to the PLA.  As a 
barrister I have a very active advisory and litigation practice, with work split fairly evenly 
between claimants and defendants and can therefore see reform from the perspective of 
both sides of the transaction.  I can also offer insights from my previous career as a senior 
civil servant (policy not lawyer) in which I was often the client in public procurement 
exercises.  I have a broad span of committee experience including having been a member 
of our chambers management committee and (in a much earlier life) being secretary to a 
major professional organisation. 
 

 
Kate Davies 
Senior Associate 
for Osborne Clarke LLP 
 
As a trainee at Bevan Brittan, I won the inaugural Rosie Choueka essay prize in 2016 and 
then I became a PLA member on qualification as an Associate in the Public Procurement 
team at Osborne Clarke.  I am now a Senior Associate, specialising in all facets of public 
procurement.  
I am passionate about encouraging junior lawyers to consider a career in public 
procurement. In 2018, I reached out to the PLA and co-founded the PLA's Associate group 
(with Chris Murray).  I am proud of my pivotal role in organising and hosting the first three 
events for the PLA Associates' group over the past two years, including our most recent 
event, when I chaired an evening with Mrs Justice O'Farrell. 
I am an active member of the PLA, supporting events and contributing to working groups.  If 
I were to be elected to the Committee, I would bring the same enthusiasm and commitment 
for the PLA and procurement law that I have shown over the past six years.   In particular, 
I would like to be involved in organising events and thought leadership to encourage more 
participation from public sector lawyers, importantly at a junior level.   
 
 

 
Kieran McGaughey   
Commercial Solicitor, Newcastle City Council & Lawyers in Local Government (LLG) Director 
and National Lead for Procurement Law  
 
Professionally, it would be a great accolade and privilege to be appointed to the PLA 
committee. This presents a unique opportunity to work closely with some of the UK’s 
leading public procurement practitioners.   
 
I am also confident that I can make a positive contribution to the group in my own right. I 
have experience through my LLG roles of working collaboratively with others at a strategic 
level. This includes utilising strong communication, teamwork and organisational skills to 
achieve common goals. For example:  
 



 

LEGAL\48614637v1 

- leading and co-ordinating our members’ response to the Green Paper  
- reinvigorating our dormant procurement law group with regular news and updates  
- developing a full training programme of member events   
- boosting the profile of our group via social media, speaking engagements and regular 
content in Local Government Lawyer etc.  
  
Much of this work would seem a strategic fit with the PLA’s stated purposes, namely to 
provide: a collective voice; a forum for discussion and debate; and a source of training and 
knowledge. Indeed, I would be keen to utilise my local government network to promote 
greater involvement with the PLA from within our sector.  
Thank you for taking the time to consider my application. 

 

 
 
Jonathan Davey 
Partner 
Addleshaw Goddard LLP 
 
"I have been involved in the PLA since its inception and was its first Chair. I've also been 
actively involved in the work of the PLA, from jointly leading the Working Group on 
Conflicts of Interest to supporting the recent work in response to the Green Paper. 
I think there's something really special about the way we collaborate as procurement 
lawyers; from what I hear the same spirit doesn't always exist in other similar 
organisations. I think that's really valuable to us all as practitioners and we should preserve 
and foster it.  
One of my key themes as PLA Chair and now is to use the PLA's work to involve a cross-
section of lawyers, across the public, utilities and private sectors, which is broader than 
that group who usually speak at conferences and write in PPLR. I see the PLA's Working 
Groups as a springboard for young lawyers, in particular, to get involved and develop their 
careers. 
I would like to see the PLA be more inclusive: our membership and the management 
committee are still heavily private practice oriented. 
I think the PLA is a great organisation and I would relish the opportunity to continue to 
help it develop." 
 
 

 
Rebecca Rees  
Partner 
Trowers & Hamlins  
 
I am a partner and Head of Public Procurement at Trowers & Hamlins and specialise in 
advising public- and private-sector clients on all aspects of public procurement law. I have 
a wide range of professional interests including value-led procurement, social value, 
building safety and price evaluation.   
I am a current member of the Executive Committee and have held the positions of 
Secretary, Treasurer and Working Groups Co-ordinator of the Procurement Lawyers' 
Association. I enjoy being part of the practical day-to-day running of the Association – which 
includes organising the Annual Dinner (when Covid-19 allows: 2019 saw the successful 
staging of our inaugural dinner, and we wait impatiently for the next one!), co-ordinating 
the annual Rosie Choueka Memorial Essay Competition and helping to run the various and 
varied Working Groups that the PLA is renowned for (most recently co-chairing one of the 
sub-Working Groups for the PLA's response to the Cabinet Office's Green Paper). During my 
time on the Committee, I have seen the PLA's membership grow to well over 300 paid up 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/p6akCP1XZuvEW3gFzWV7U?domain=addleshawgoddard.com/
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members which, to me, is an obvious indication of the importance of the role of 
procurement law in today's market-place.  
I would like to be re-elected to serve on the Executive Committee to ensure that I can 
continue to contribute in a pro-active way to the day-to-day activities of the PLA and to 
building the recognition and status of the PLA on all procurement-related matters, as well 
as increasing its sphere of influence within the UK and internationally. 
 


